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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Ian Brockwell has been writing for many years and his news articles have
been seen by millions.

Although many of the
news articles he writes
often have a political
flavour, his favourite
topics have always been
those with a mystery
attached to them.

This is his third book to
be published, his first
being a Sci-Fi Novel, but
he felt that it would be
interesting to explore
topics that not only
mystify the public, but
scientists as well.

When not writing books
or articles, Ian spends his
time teaching and working on his internet site (www.profindsearch.com).
His site is a small Search Engine and was created a few years ago.

Ian was born in England, but has spent a lot of time in other countries,
including 16 years in Russia.




INTRODUCTION

Whilst there are many topics that could be considered “unexplained” and
worthy of exploration, such a book would take a long time to create and

be too large to carry in your pocket. I therefore hope to include some of

these other subjects in future books.

The subjects I have covered in this book are the ones that are most
familiar to the public and are of personal interest to me as well.

Each category offers an explanation of the subject and provides the
views of opposing sides. In many cases I have offered my own opinions
and theories, some of which are based on my own experiences.

The purpose of the book is to be informative, but at the same time give
the reader an opportunity to consider alternative possibilities, so that they
can add these to their own thoughts and maybe discover an answer to the
mysteries?

I feel sure that you will find my views on Future Dreams, Ghosts, ESP,
Life after Death and Evolution especially interesting and maybe the first
time you have come across such explanations.

I hope you enjoy reading this book as much as I enjoyed writing it, and
discover new knowledge that will help you to look at the unexplained in a
completely different light afterwards.

Ian Brockwell




Everything that can be counted does not
necessarily count; everything that counts cannot
necessarily be counted. Albert Einstein

Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for
tomorrow. The important thing is not to stop
guestioning. Albert Einstein

No problem can be solved from the same level of
consciousness that created it. Albert Einstein

The most beautiful thing we can experience is the
mysterious. It is the source of all true art and
science. Albert Einstein

To raise new questions, new possibilities, to
regard old problems from a new angle, requires
creative imagination and marks real advance in
science. Albert Einstein

All other things being equal, the simplest solution
is the best. Occam's razor

We are like people looking for something they
have in their hands all the time; we're looking in
all directions except at the thing we want, which
is probably why we haven't found it. Plato




ASTROLOGY

Astrology has existed for thousands of years and is believed to go as far
back as 3000 BC (the Early to Middle Bronze Age) and is a belief that
knowledge of the apparent relative positions of celestial bodies can help
in understanding, interpreting,
and organizing information
about personality, human
affairs, and other terrestrial
matters.

A person involved in
Astrology is called an
astrologer or an astrologist.

Some often confuse Astrology
and Astronomy, and in the
past these were almost
inseparable. However, around
the 18™ Century, astronomy became seen more as the scientific study of
astronomical objects and phenomena, but without the astrological
speculation of these phenomena.

Traditional beliefs in Astrology followed the principle that “events in the
heavens are mirrored by those on Earth”. However, more modern
astrologists question that and debate whether celestial bodies are the
cause of certain events, or merely signs of such an event.
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In ancient times leaders put a great deal of faith in astroligical forecasts,
often consulting an astrologer before making any important decision.

Scientists, as you would expect, have found no proof to support the
belief that studying the positions of celestial bodies can help forecast a
persons future, and consider astrology a pseudoscience or superstition.
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However, be that as it may, many millions of people still believe that it
does have a real ability, but maybe the popularity of astrology is based on
the potential support it gives us when we are making our own decisions?

Many people often say “I don’t believe in them, it’s just a bit of fun”, but
this does not stop them constantly looking at the “horoscopes” found in
Newspapers and Journals, hoping to see some news of a “good” event
coming their way.

If there is any truth in Astrology, a special reading is more likely to
produce the results you seek. However, the information found in tabloid
“horoscopes” is aimed at thousands (if not millions) of readers and can
not possibly offer any accuracy. These are of course worded in such a
way so that the message given will have some meaning to some of the
people who read them. For example, if I said the number “5” will be
“lucky” to a million readers, there is a good chance that it will be to quite
a few of them!




BERMUDA TRIANGLE

The Bermuda Triangle, also known as the Devil's Triangle, has been the
source of many mysteries going back to the time of Christopher
Columbus (1492), who reported seeing “strange dancing lights on the
horizon” and made mention in ~ SH#E i
his log of unusual compass
bearings in the area.
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The disappearance of aircraft and other vessels have frequently been
attributed to the paranormal, a suspension of the laws of physics, or
activity by alien beings.

Whilst many of the disappearances remain unexplained, a good deal of
the reports have been found to be inaccurate, or “changed” over a period
of time. It has also been discovered that such events can be found in
almost any other area of ocean.

Let us look at some of the factual information regarding the “Bermuda
Triangle”. It is one of the most heavily-sailed shipping lanes in the world,
has a very busy flight route for commercial and private aircraft heading
towards Florida, the Caribbean and South America from northern
destinations, the Gulf Stream passes through the Triangle (with a current
of five to six knots) and is subject to sudden storms (like hurricanes). All
of these factors could contribute to the mystery.




One scientific test has proven that the presence of vast fields of methane
hydrates on the continental shelves could cause the sinking of a ship
when the bubbles decrease the density of the water. “It has been
hypothesized that periodic methane eruptions may produce regions of
frothy water that are no longer capable of providing adequate buoyancy
for ships. If this were the case, such an area forming around a ship could
cause it to sink very rapidly and without warning.” However, according
to reports, no large releases of gas hydrates are believed to have occurred
in the Bermuda Triangle for the past 15,000 years.

One of the most famous incidents connected with the Bermuda Triangle
appeared in the film Close Encounters of the Third Kind which suggested the
crew of Flight 19 were abducted by aliens. In the film the planes
mysteriously reappeared (undamaged and in perfect working order) and
the crew were returned later when a large UFO landed and returned
them (showing no signs of ageing).

Although this is one of my favourite films, it is not all that accurate, but it
was made to be entertaining and not a scientific documentary.

Flight 19 was a training flight of
bombers that went missing on
December 5, 1945 while over
the Atlantic.
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Many were led to believe that
Flight 19 encountered unusual
phenomena and anomalous
compass readings, the weather
was clear and the flight was
supervised by an experienced
pilot (Lt. Chatles Carroll
Taylor). The Navy also put the

“loss” down to “causes or reasons unknown”

In reality Lt. Taylor was not familiar with the area and was actually 50 km
off course, and had a history of getting lost, allegedly having done so
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three times during World War II and
being forced to ditch his planes twice
into the water.

The most well known ship that has
been connected to the Triangle is the
Mary Celeste, but she was actually
“abandoned” off the coast of Portugal
(1872). There seems to be some
confusion over this incident and the
sinking of a ship with a similar name,
the Mari Celeste, off the coast of
Bermuda on September 13, 1864.
However, some of the facts about the
Mari Celeste sinking are debated and
some have said that the Mari Celeste
was a “fictional” ship created by
Arthur Conan Doyle and based on the
Mary Celeste incident.

Although most of the previously
unexplainable “Triangle” mysteries

have been solved, a few will remain to leave some doubt in our minds,
and of course provide material for future films (and books) on this
intriguing subject.
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